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time they were not to be quieted, even when the governor
brought back the priests who had been detained in the com-
mander's room. Soon his excellency realized how far this
ecclesiastical revolution had spread. His office was flooded
with telegrams from the bishops, wanting to know what the
matter was, demanding permission to come to settle it in
conclave. This permission being received, one by one the
bishops assembled in Damascus from the limits of the see.

As a condition of his official support of the popular party,
the governor demanded and received from the leaders the
promise that they would elect, as new patriarch, Germanus,
Bishop of Tarsus, one of the four Ionian bishops, even
though the Syrians by that time held a majority of the sees.
That the national leaders knew what they were doing soon
transpired. In the game of diplomacy that followed they
scored at each turn, though candid admiration must be
seasoned by candid acknowledgment of pretty sharp practice.
The first business of the synod was to get rid of Spiridon, who
in the meantime had fled to the Convent of Sedanaya to
escape the dreaded examination of accounts. He, however,
presently eliminated himself, proceeding to Constantinople,
under the advice of the Patriarchs of Constantinople and
Jerusalem, who, counting on the people's promise, felt sure
in any case of the continuance of Ionian control. The
synod, then, resolving itself into an electoral body, named
as patriarchal vicar, Germanus, upon whom the mantle of
the fatuous Spiridon appears to have fallen. Now, in default
of a recognized code of procedure for the election of patri-
archs the national party had received official permission to
follow in principle the Constantinople regulations. This
was the first strategic gain, for, in the first place, it gave the
laity a goodly number of votes, and, in the second place,
it disqualified as candidates the three other Ionian bishops,
whose tenure of their sees had not reached the required
number of seven years. Angered at the trap in which they
had allowed themselves to be caught, the three bishops left
the conclave, followed most stupidly by Germanus, the pre-
siding officer, who by sticking to the general Ionian cause
threw away his own chances for the patriarchate. For, by